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In the Specification: 

Please make the following amendments to the specification: 
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Please replace the paragraph bridging pages 5 and 6 with: 

-- When using the conjugates according to the invention that contain 1-10 
hapten molecules and a defined number of marker or solid phase binding groups as 
antigens in an immunological method of detection it is surprisingly possible to achieve 
considerably higher sensitivity and precision and at the same time a reduced lower 
detection limit compared to known monomeric and multimeric antigens. Moreover the 
conjugates according to the invention can be constructed in a simple manner by solid 
phase synthesis e.g., a peptide solid phase synthesis. For these monomeric units, e.g. 
amino acid derivatives, that are derivatized by a hapten molecule or a marker or solid 
phase binding group can be incorporated at predetermined positions. In addition it is 
possible to selectively incorporate additional haptens or marker or solid phase binding 
groups after completion of the solid phase synthesis at positions of the carrier chain at 
which monomers are located having free functional groups. This enables a defined and 
reproducible incorporation of hapten molecules and marker or solid phase binding 
groups into the conjugate. The distances between individual groups on the conjugate 
can be exactly defined and varied if necessary. The signal quenching can be kept low 
by selecting the distance of the marker groups on the conjugate so that the signal 
strength increases proportionally to the number of marking groups. A defined spatial 
orientation of marker groups also contributes to the improvement of the signal strength 
e.g. in the case of helical carriers. The distances between marker groups are therefore 
preferably 3-6 or/and 13-16 monomeric units in the case of helical carriers e.g., single- 
stranded or double-stranded nucleic acids. -- 



Please insert the Sequence Listing attached herewith after the page containing 
the Abstract. 
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SUPPORT FOR A^EWD^EMT 

The changes in the amended portion of the specification relative to the previous 
version are shown in the Appendix entitled 'Version with Markings to Show Changes 
Made" (attached herewith), wherein bracketing is used to identify deleted material and 
underlining is used to identify added material. 

The amendments to the specification were made solely to correct typographical 
errors. No new matter has been added. Upon entry of this Response, claims 72-89 
and 100-106 remain present in the application with claims 78-79, 82, 89, and 102 
having been withdrawn from present consideration. 



3 



